Dear Cedric, 



5/14/71 



f 2 StaEST ofl^ 80 ^! 

and her -coning to your name jogged me. ~ :a&L ^ 011 ^ ***». 



tv ^ wuofu ijn- sxng on tne doI: 

s^^^SS'H5£' SSSl . 

^^ISsfSSSwHi «*■■»* 

s-^evs asn^ites«tRRs sr.-ass 

from Texas to New Tork to 4 a TV show - after 
5SS?i - was being made up and heard that he ms to confront me, he alZtf 

® f J ' lea tiK ,f. cue ' ;i - 0< * Jt wa3 6 P«**> in ample time for the a.m.'s and the ire 
services, so my publisner not only did not think of trv-Lnr- +n PTT ,r^+ Jr . , CLre 

reft^ad to „he» I «** *. to. £*# S 2S. 1 Sf ,-, 

a Udak I HMd tell you no ubro about the pn^, t +u n o.l‘ uo i. nO'.-^f. s 

an to the j«t, «* of the intellectual .jKtto ^ “““ °'-'- elj - e ‘ rt "“*• 



X don't even hare w . ™«ei fioebeoa, 81 Md I'n mrtnt- to buy oojdos for th< 



press! 



- else thinks they have soM out to the 2 E. I think they are incompetent «nd 

bSaS^hS^^or^^ «**>““ scholarly, types arc 'inclined tTbe. But 

other for“f -^2 5 JSHJSKinS^^ 

Be^tot), the suepicicnX do not ehare io^TStS^St" ^ ^ “* 

$0 give you a measure ci the left and underground press (i know X nef'-'n’ +- n f* j-v,o» 
EefaKLoehnonfo), I aotuaUjr mod and uon® suit^SuS £StL ‘Sf^ 

r^- nCe *'t iXa i lec! - 1 Xleindisast **'"»» EOBt blatant and repeated lies, got for 
tnem the total immunity ox a law suit, and they and this suit, with one exceotion^wen-t 

fed 1 i- CKp ePOrted ‘- T ?f t - 0n ! T a yOUng ^PO^er friend on a small radio station. He 

-a rented a room in the Mayflower for a press conference 
d prOTade of tbs documentation, made at least two dozen 

advance, got ir noted on the DPI's city wire, and three reporter^ showed 
l L?b t Shi ^°^ Posy's. filea a column, it was killed. Ufl put a half-stick on t£ wire. 
I have_but a single clipping ox its use* The other filed nothing, which is only natural 
for a Tennessee paper, the crime having been committed, there. 

officSl Si-/ t 0 ? 1 S 8 ^ 011 ° f thQ otf1 ^ mythology and of every agency and 
oxiicial jiiholved. Since then I have continued the investigation and have achieved ths 

SETS other areas, as joTi unde's W I c^f s ^ 0 
? Gfc ^ ce *¥*. Sovemment will permit Hay to come to trial, for therenevefS 
the hesmrnng of a case against Mm. Mow I can acquit him in a do new m^! 
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Through the investigation and writing of the hook, not a single of at least a hundred 
of king's friends and closer associates responded to a singLe letter, another reading on 
our times and prevailing attitudes. I hope I am bringing this to an end. There was black 
coverage of a press conference in HYB 4/4 when I was given the Media Workshop award for 
both the investigation and the book. Amsterdam Hewa (conservative) gave it p. 1, col. 1 
above the fold. Three black magazines covered! Ebony, Jet, and Essence. There .was 'other 
coverage, all except Canadian and Brazilian, to the best of _my .knowledge* killed, varying 
from the city radio station, WBIC, to the London Telegraph (there is a really hot British 
angle) , whose reporter filed a long story. 



What I: call the crime of silence, including the collaboration of the "liberals" 
in developing Ame-idform fascism, is a depressing thing. If it is not new to me, , it is 
not something I can or will accept. 



. But if Ray is not killed and we can get him into federal court before this sui generis 
fascism is more finaly established, we. may. have a detering effect on it. 



My work on the JRK assassination (hardly a proper description) , has been vary 
productive. I must now find , time for. more writing on it and then. hope; to. find a publisher. 
u ood agents no longer. try. 

..... Aside from saying hello again, and asking you to give iay best to Sally, I-.writo 
to report these f ew thing and in the hope that, you still write- -for papers ^ -never. 'see whose 
readers may. -have some . interest . in the fact. . ; ; 

'The kids, truly, are the. only hone. They are wonderful. The night Foreman fled the 
studio, where I still had to face Ray s first lawyer, Hanes, the man who turned the; logs 
.and firehoses on Birmingham blacks, after the show, about 8 in the audience, one. a new 
friend, asked me 'to. dinner after the show. They had a special place of their liking in ' V 
mind, a walk of about a mile and I had a -sprained .foot. We got there, got seated, and 
this friend got up and made the following introduction! '•Everybody, this is Hal. Mo ; 
generation gap." Hq may well have been the oldest at 23-4. I just turned 58. I loved it! 

They are great, in othemways. One of these, antxcipaiing there, might be some dirtywork in 
editing and having no special equipment, didn’t take his outer coat off during the show, 
not . daring to because he had a tape recorder, net. spy but homo type, under it,, toe make ' 
down its sleeve! They -wanted, to be. sure;. I .didn t get framed. in the. editing. 

: If I can’t assume you prosper in the usual sense, I do hope you are well and as 

happy as one can be today. " 



. . Sincerely, 

I include the order form not to seSl you a book but to give you the rather 'exceptional 
Publishers': .Weekly : pre*pub review, from incomplete proofs, without the extoasiva appendix. 
Despite his expressed dislike for my, polemical -svri ting and ray unhidden passion, he has 
evaluated this as one of the three best books he's read in the past year* Thus, with such 
xx n r i a tr a trade review, the published place his only add about a month after the book was 
out ana already losing its sehlf space. A one-shot ad irt the Times. 




